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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The Office has withdrawn all rejections raised in the Non-Final Rejection mailed 



10/16/2006. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



2. 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 



additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Stephen Walder, Jr. on 4/4/2007. 



The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

3. Amend claims 1/ 13, 15 and 21, as follows: 



♦ 
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1 . (Currently amended) A method, in a computer system, for processing user 
defined Boolean variables in a multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet comprising a 
plurality of cells identified by a cell address along each dimension, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a model of a r e al - world condition by configuring a memory of the 
computer system to represent a multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet model of th e 
reaj- world condition ; 

providing, in the computer system, a user options table data structure identifying 
one or more user options that are defined as Boolean variables, wherein the user options 
table data structure comprises a record for each user option of the one or more user 
options, and wherein each record stores an identifier associated with a corresponding user 
option for the record; 

providing a user interface, in the computer system, through which the one or more 
user options are defined, wherein a status of the one or more user options is set via the 
user interface to either a first Boolean variable state corresponding to a "True" state or a 
second Boolean variable state corresponding to a "False" state; 

referencing a selected user option of the one or more user options in one or a 
plurality of cells of the multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet by including an 
identifier associated with the selected user option in content of the one or a plurality of 
cells; 

receiving an input to the user interface, via a peripheral device coupled to the 
computing system, the input specifying a status setting of the selected user option; 

reconfiguring the memory of the computer system to represent a modified model 
of th e r e al world condition based on . the input received via the user interface; 

determining a value of each of the one or plurality of cells based on the status of 
the selected user option as either being the first Boolean variable state or the second 
Boolean variable state, as specified by the input to the user interface; and 

providing an output of the modified model via an output device of the computer 
system based on the determined value of each of the , one or plurality of cells, wherein the 
output of the modified model provides information to a user regarding a scenario of th e 
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r e al - world condition in which the selected user option has a status setting corresponding 
to the received input. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the output device is a 
display device, the model of th e r e al - world condition is a financial model, and wherein 
the output of the modified model is provided to a user via the display device. 

15. (Currently amended) A computing system for processing user defined Boolean 
variables in a multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet comprising a plurality of cells 
identified by a cell address along each dimension, the computing system comprising: 
a processor; 

a storage device coupled to the processor, wherein the storage device provides a 
user options table data structure identifying one or more user options that are defined as 
Boolean variables, wherein the user options table data structure comprises a record for 
each user option of the one or more user options, and wherein each record stores an 
identifier associated with a corresponding user option for the record; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, wherein the memory contains instructions 
which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to: 

provide a model of a r e al - world condition by configuring the memory of the 
computer system to represent a multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet model of the 
real world condition ; 

provide a user interface through which the one or more user options, are defined, 
wherein a status of the one or more user options is set via the user interface to either a 
first Boolean variable state corresponding to a "True" state or a second Boolean variable 
state corresponding to a "False" state; 

reference a selected user option of the one or more user options in one or a 
plurality of cells of the multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet by including an 
identifier associated with the selected user option in content of the one or a plurality of 
cells; 
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receive an input to the user interface, via a peripheral device coupled to the 
computing system, the input specifying a status setting of the selected user option; 

reconfigure the memory of the computer system to represent a modified model of 
th e r e al - world c ondition based on the input received via the user interface; 

determine a value of each of the one or plurality of cells based on the status of the 
selected user option as either being the first Boolean variable state or the second Boolean 
variable state, as specified by the input to the user interface; and 

provide an output of the modified model via an output device of the computer 
system based on the determined value of each of the one or plurality of cells, wherein the 
output of the modified model provides information to a user regarding a scenario of th e 
r e al - world condition in which the selected user option has a status setting corresponding 
to the received input. 



21. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising a tangible 
computer useable medium having a computer readable program, wherein the computer 
readable program, when executed on a computing device, causes the computing device 
to: 

provide a model of a r e al - world condition by configuring a memory of the 
computer system to represent a multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet model of th e 
r e al - world'condition ; 

provide a user options table data structure identifying one or more user options 
that are defined as Boolean variables, wherein the user options table data structure 
comprises a record for each user option of the one or more user options, and wherein 
each record stores an identifier associated with a corresponding user option for the 
record; and 

provide a user interface through which the one or more user options are defined, 
wherein a status of the one or more user options is set via the user interface to either a 
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first Boolean variable state corresponding to a "True" state or a second Boolean variable 

* 

state corresponding to a "False" state; 

reference a selected user option of the one or more user options in one or a 
plurality of cells of the multi-dimensional electronic spreadsheet by including an 
identifier associated with the selected user option in content of the one or a plurality of 
cells; 

receive an input to the user interface, via a peripheral device coupled to the 
computing system, the input specifying a status setting of the selected user option; 

reconfigure the memory of the computer system to represent a modified model ef 
th e r e al - world condition based on the input received via the user interface; 

determine a value of each of the one or plurality of cells based on the status of the 
selected user option as either being the first Boolean variable state or the second Boolean 
variable state, as specified by the input to the user interface; and 

provide an output of the modified model via an output device of the computer 
system based on the determined value of each of the one or plurality of cells, wherein the 
output of the modified model provides information to a user regarding a scenario of the 
r e al world condition in which the selected user option has a status setting corresponding 
to the received input. 



4, After a thorough search, and in light of the prior art of record, claims 1-5, 7-9 and 12-23 
(renumbered as 1-20) are allowed. 
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Contact Information 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Robert Stevens whose telephone number is (571) 272-4102. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00 - 2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-41 07. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Robert Stevens 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 



April 4, 2007 




